
E-320: Teaching Math with a Historical Perspective Oliver Knill, Fall 2017

Lecture 1: The coconut problem

In this first lecture, we look a mathematical object and try to understand it. We look at the
following problem: (it appeared in a ”Spiegel article” in the summer of 2017):

100 monkeys get 1600 coconuts. Prove that there are at least 4
monkeys which get the same number of nuts.


